The Il. European Ranger Seminar

The Il. European Ranger Seminar of the International Ranger Federation (IRF) has
been organized between 14-20 September 2008 in Hungary by the Kiskunsag and
Danube-Drava National Park Directorates.

The Seminar had two goals:

to introduce the operation and functions of the Hungarian Nature
Conservation Ranger Service to the rangers, ranger services and federations
of Europe,

share information and knowledge on the work and functions of the ranger
services and their federations of the participating European countries.

During the Seminar, the participants got to know the Hungarian Nature
Conservation Ranger Service and, through its actions, nature conservation
management, species protection, farming on protected natural areas, management
of habitats, habitat restoration with traditional domestic animals, and the
involvement of the Ranger Service in the National Parks’ education, ecotourism and
public awareness raising activities.

In the course of the Seminar, the participants got a taste of the natural protected
values, history, culture, cuisine and hospitality of Hungary.

The Seminar opening took place in the Kunsagi-major in Kerekegyhaza on the 14
September 2008 at 15.00, during which

x dr Tamasné Vajna, director of the Kiskunsag National Park Directorate, and
Szabolcs Zavoczky, director of the Danube-Drava National Park delivered
welcoming speeches,

x Laszlo Haraszthy, State Secretary for Nature and Environment Conservation
of the Ministry of Environment and Water gave a presentation titled 'The
state of Hungarian nature conservation’,

X Rigmor Solem, European president of the IRF held a welcoming speech,

X Dr Géza Temesi, Deputy Head of Department of the Ministry of Environment
and Water, head of the Nature Conservation Ranger Service, held a
presentation titled ’Nature Conservation Ranger Service in Hungary’,

X Szabolcs Zavoczky introduced the Danube-Drava National Park Directorate,

x Ferenc Pal Szabd, head of one of the nature conservation units of the
Kiskunsag National Park Directorate introduced the Kiskunsag National Park
Directorate,

x Béla Karpati, rapporteur of the Kiskunsag National Park Directorate
delineated the programme of the II. European Ranger Seminar.

On the four field days of the Seminar between 15-18 September 2008 the following
programmes took place on different sites of the Danube-Drava and Kiskunsag
National Park Directorates:

X KNPD 1. site (15-16 September 2008): nature conservation management,
species protection and farming in the Kiskunsag National Park were



introduced on the Peszéradacs Grasslands of the KNP, as well as the
Hungarian Meadow Viper Conservation Centre and the related LIFE project,
management and agricultural use of alkaline grasslands in the different
designated areas (national park, ESA, Natura 2000) in and around the
Kiskunsag National Park. Additionally, the participants were introduced to
the work of the Great Bustard LIFE Project in the last four years.

KNPD 2. site (15-16 September 2008): Biidos-szék in the Pusztaszer
Landscape Protection Area and the habitat management and restoration
activities on the alkaline puszta were introduced in the topic of habitat
management and rehabilitation, as well as grassland management with old
Hungarian domestic animal species (Hungarian Grey Cattle, Water Buffalo),
and the historical aspects of the protected natural area since the Settlement
of Hungarians. The participants visited the National Historical Park at
Opusztaszer where they were introduced to the history of Hungary, and took
part in a special lesson in the farm school built on the Arpadhalom border of
the village of Felso-Pusztaszer in 1911, which is today a part of the
Historical Park.

DDNPD 1. site (17-18 September 2008): functions and equipment of the
nature conservation rangers were introduced in the southern part of the
Gemenc Landscape Unit of the Danobe-Drava National Park on the Old-
Danube in the topic of the Nature Conservation Ranger Service and Gemenc.
The participants experienced in practice the operation an actions they were
introduced to during the opening presentation ’Nature Conservation Ranger
Service in Hungary’. In the course of the canoe tour, principles of the
floodplain’s operation, the hydrologic and hydrogeographic restoration ideas
and the already imlpemented projects were introduced. The participants
also received information anout forestry activities in the DDNP, and the
wildlife and flora of the floodplain.

DDNPD 2. site (17-18 September 2008): participants arrived at the Baranyfok
Leisure Centre in the Gemenc Landscape Protection Area by a river craft and
the Gemenc narrow-gauge train. Here they were introduced to the
ecotourism and education tasks and programmes of the DDNPD along River
Danube. They have visited the exhibits and the works and products of the
local craftsmen (basket-work, traditional fishery equipment, egg
decorating). The Baranyfok nature trail helped to get to know Gemenc.

The evening presentations introduced the nature conservation ranger services and
the work of the nature conservation rangers from different countries and national

parks.

The ceremonial closing of the Il. European Ranger Seminar took place on the 19

September 2008 in the House of Nature in Kecskemét, where the following people
held speeches:

X

x

Dr Géza Temesi, Deputy Head of Department of the Ministry of Environment
and Water of the Ministry of Environment and Water,

Rigmor Solem and Gordon Miller, European representatives of the IRF,

Carol Ritchie, Director of EUROPARC Federation,

Victor Grishenkov from Russia, nature conservation ranger service leader of
the Ugra National Park,



X The Seminar was closed by Dr Géza Temesi, who thanked the participants in
the name of the host national park directorates.

68 nature conservation rangers from 14 countries (including Hungary) took part in
the Il. European Ranger Seminar. The participating countries: Austria, Denmark,
England, Finland, France, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Norway, Poland, Romania,
Russia, Scotland and Serbia. It was the first time that rangers from France, Ireland
and Serbia took part in such a programme.

It was concluded that the Hungarian Nature Conservation Ranger Service with the
diverse activities and fuctions of rangers is a good example for all the nature
conservation ranger federations and services in other countries, since it is
considered to be one of the most well-organized and unified in Europe, with a legal
basis that serves also as a good example in this field.

Nature conservation rangers from two countries, France and Serbia are about to set
up their ranger service and join the International Ranger Federation.

To support the Serbians set up their ranger service, representatives from the
Ministry of Environment and Water and the Kiskunsag National Park Directorate are
going to visit Serbia in the near future.

The Il. European Ranger Seminar 2008 closed with the announcement that the next
European programme would be held in Russia in 2010. The next World Congress is
planned to take place in Bolivia in 2009.



